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Nehruspeak : On Museums

“A museum which is really meant to interest and educate must be
something which connects its objects with the things the visitors are
used to seeing in their lives and in their environments. It should not be
just a symbol of the distant unconnected past...It is a collection of all
kinds of things of beauty or things of utility from the past and present
and should convey to us some idea of the larger scheme of life. It
should ultimately lead to or at least help in an understanding of the
present scheme of things™.

(Extract from the inaugural speech at the Centenary Celebration of the
Madras Government Museum on 27 November 1951.)

FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK
SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/PUBLIC
LECTURES

Sensitizing the Judiciary to the Rights of the
Poor

Sustainable Development: Building
Alternatives

Delhi Youth Summit on Climate 2010
National City Makers Caravan

Public Health Challenges in India

Future of the Bengal Tiger

The Challenges of Population Stabilization in
India

Hindi Fortnight

EXHIBITIONS

Devi Prasad: The Making of a Modern Indian
Artist-Craftsman

Ashoka and the Making of Modem India
DIGITIZATION

NEHRU PLANETARIUM

BOOK RELEASES AND DISCUSSIONS
History in the Making: The Visual Archives of
Kulwant Roy, Aditya Arya & Indivar Kamtekar
Keeping the Faith: Memoirs of a
Parliamentarian, Somnath Chatterjee
Madrassa Education in Modern India: A
Study, Saral Jhingran

Developmental State and the Dalit Question
in Madhya Pradesh: Congress Response,
Sudha Pai

CRC ACTIVITIES

Yuva Dhara

Rang - Tarang Nehru Summer School 2010
New Additions to Manuscript Division

New Arrivals in the Library

CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY
STUDIES

NMML IN CHINA

Beijing International Book Fair

Cover Picture:
'Archival Holdings of
NMML being Digitized”

U S IS - )

10

11
12
14

16

16

17

18
20
21
21
23

24




FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

I welcome readers to the combined Summer and
Autumn issue of Nehru Imprint which encapsulates
the spectrum of activities undertaken by the Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library from April till
September 2010, ranging from academic
programmes to a host of cultural events which
uphold the Nehruvianideas.

The Centrespread of this issue focuses on NMML's
initiative of digitizing the library and its archives.
Jawaharlal Nehru once opined that any individual or

organization which cannot adapt itself to changing

circumstances tends to become static and out of date.
Therefore, the challenge before this institution, the national memorial to him, is to change with
the times and try to keep pace with modern technology. Itis with this in mind that the project of
digitizing the entire holdings of the NMML, a wealth of knowledge, has been undertaken as a
core component of its modernization project. Digitization would not only improve
preservation and storage of resource and research material but would make it more easily
accessible through internet.

Nehru Imprint offers you interesting highlights about the seminars, public lectures, workshops,
book releases and discussions on important subjects such as climate change, public health
challenges to sustainable development, Dalit questions and rights of the poor, children and
youth programmes and exhibitions held at the NMML during this period.

Two highly informative, fascinating and historically important major exhibitions,
representing two great stages in the history of India, entitled “Ashoka and the Making of
Modern India: For as Long as the Sun and Moon Exist - Looking at Ashoka's Traces in India”
and “The Making of a Modern Indian Artist-Craftsman” were displayed at the NMML,
attracting the young and old alike.

I'sincerely hope you will enjoy reading this issue and look forward to receiving any comments
that you may have on the Newsletter or feedback on NMML activities.
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Sensitizing the Judiciary to the Rights of the Poor:
The Judicial Legacy of Justice A, P. Shah

It is in these dark judicial times for the poor that Chief
Justice of Delhi High Court, Justice A. P. Shah's judicial
legacy stands out by contrast and comes as a breath of
fresh air. Throughout his career as a Judge, Justice Shah
delivered several landmark and progressive judgments.
However, what sets him apart is his consistent sensitivity
to the rights of the poor, the weak and the marginalized.

In recognition of his judicial legacy, characterized by
consistent sympathy for the rights of the poor, the weak
and the marginalized, the NMML, in association with 15
human rights organizations, people’s movements and
academic and cultural institutions, organized a panel
discussion on 6 April 2010 on the issue of "Sensitizing the
Judiciary to the Rights of the Poor —The Judicial Legacy of
Justice A. P. Shah'.

Senior advocate and former Law Minister, Shanti
Bhushan, set the tone for the discussion by highlighting
the four qualities of a good judge, all of which he stated
were present in full measure in Justice A. P. Shah, namely,
integrity, knowledge of the law, sensitivity towards the

poor and basic courtesy. Justice Shah, with his
extraordinary sensitivity towards the poor, stands outas an
exception to the rather callous attitude of the judiciary

towards the rights of the. weak and marginalized.

Reddy among others expanded the rights of the poor by
liberally interpreting the fundamental rights to bring them
in tune with the other guiding principles of the
Constitution, namely, the directive principles of state
policy. However, with the beginning of the 90s, there was
a reversal of this trend, not so much by way of overruling
the previous judgments by giving a more conservative
interpretation of rights, but by way of refusing to
implement these rights as declared by the court itself.

Madhu Kishwar demonstrated the depth of Justice Shah's
understanding of the needs of the common citizen by
citing his exceptional judgment in the rickshaw pullers'
case in which he not only held as unconstitutional the
licence quota on rickshaw plying but also de-legitimized
the owner-puller policy, which in the garb of being pro-
poor played much to the detriment of the average rickshaw
puller. RTI activist Shekhar Singh highlighted the
absurdity of the judges' assets controversy with the
Supreme Court now in appeal before itself from the full
Bench decision of the Delhi High Court as well as the
judiciary's constant struggle to shield itself from the full
application of the Right to Information law.

The eminent panellists, who have been speaking out on
and involved in these issues, were Shanti Bhushan, Senior
Advocate and former Law Minister; Anil Divan, Senior
Advocate; Swami Agnivesh, Human Rights Activist;
Upendra Baxi, former Vice Chancellor, University of
Delhi; Shekhar Singh, RTI activist; Madhu Kishwar,
Fellow, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies. and
founder Manushi; Babu Mathew, Director, Action Aid;
Miloon Kothari, former UN Special Rapporteur on
Adequate Housing; Prashant Bhushan, Advocate; Dunu
Roy, Director, Hazard Centre and Gautam Bhan,
Sexuality Rights activist,

The discussion concluded with the hope that Justice
Shah's legacy will become a beacon for the judiciary in
this country to emulate so that we can again reclaim this
republic for the common people of this country.

Renowned human rights activist Swami Agnivesh

reiterated Justice Shalis exceptional sensiti

poor but cautioned that an exception like Justice Shah -
d Is iciary of its tarnished reputation as
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SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/PUBLIC LECTURES

Sustainable Development: Building Alternatives

Thought on sustainable developmental practices to
preserve depleting valuable natural resources for the
future generation is the imperative need of the day. An
unprecedented growth of population, economic
development, uncontrolled growth of urbanization and
industrialization, expansion and massive intensification
of agriculture, deforestation and other developmental
activities in India have resulted in a number of
environmental problems.

'Sustainable Development: Building Alternatives' was a
national workshop organized on 21-22 April 2010 by the
NMML, in association with the Santhigiri Research
Foundation, Delhi Division.

The underlying objectives of the workshop were to bring
together on a common platform scientists, social
scientists, policy makers, government institutions, non-
governmental organizations and activists engaged in
developing environment friendly technologies and
methods in the areas of agriculture, water-harvesting,
transportation and energy with a view to disseminate more

widely innovative technologies and its successful;_i

practices.

Delivering the inaugﬁfaii-iaddress, Shri K. V. Thomas,
Union Minister of State for Agriculture, said that

'sustainable develog.p;em in_an_uncertain: world fac’in'g*'
chmate changc demds fundamgntaily ona change in the

sustainable, self-sufficient life
pattern in conformity with nature
is possible.

The workshop discussed various
' themes on sustainable
development in eight consecutive
sessions which included 'Climate
§ Change, Environment Friendly
Technologies and Sustainable
Development — Indian Scenario',
| "Protecting Water Resources',
Impact of Climate Change on
Agriculture and Food Security',
'Sustainable Developing and Eco Philosophy', 'Energy:
Conventional and Non-Conventional Alternatives' and
'Climate Change and Forest: Participatory Management
and Reforestation'.

Prominent speakers at this workshop were Abhijit Sen,
Member, Planning Commission; Ashok Jaitly, Director,
Water Resource Division, The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI); V. N. Rajashekharan Pillai, Vice

L9

Chancellor, IGNOU, New Delhiz D. K. Manavalan,
Executive Director, Action for Food Production
(AFPRO); Maulana Wahiduddin Khan, President, Islamic
Study Centre, New Delhi and K. M. Kshettry,
Envnronmentahst Forum for ontechnology and Safcty
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Delhi Youth Summit on Climate 2010

“Vote for Green - Be the Change” was the slogan of a
summit organized by the NMML and Delhi Greens to
observe World Environment Day and foster a better
understanding among youth on various urban
environmental issues in the wake of climate change.

‘Delhi Youth Summit on Climate 2010 held on 5-6 June
2010, tried to capture and showcase the efforts made by
the Government and civil society since the launch of the
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) and
the actions listed in the Delhi Action Plan on Climate
Change, paving the way for a greener city. Highlighting
some often overlooked impacts of climate change viz.
urban poverty, environmental inequality and economic
injustice, the summit also analyzed the challenges of
climate change and urbanization, with Delhi as a model.

At the panel discussion, Dr Chirashree Ghosh, University
of Delhi, delivered the keynote address, showcasing the
carbon map of Delhi; Prof Madan Mohan Bajaj,
Chancellor, International Kamdhenu Ahimsa University,
emphasized the need to keep alive the connection with our -
roots and encouraged the youth to take action; Gaurav *
Gupta, Director, The Clitha_te Project, briefed the summit
delegates on how solar energy works and Jaimala Iyer,

projects on the Yamuna, Delhi Ridge, waste management,
energy and organic farming.

An added feature of the summit was the Delhi eco-tour
conducted to create awareness of the green spots of Delhi.

Challenging them to understand the various pressing
urban environmental issues in the wake of climate change,
group discussions allowed close interaction between the
participants to work out the solutions.

By the

Delhi Youh &



SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/PUBLIC LECTURES

National City Makers Caravan

The NMML, in collaboration with Indo-Global Social
Service Society (IGSSS), organized a two-day National
Core Committee Consultation on 'National City Makers
Caravan' on 13 and 14 July 2010. The National City
Makers Caravan was a collective effort of the NMML and
the IGSSS along with network partners to come together
and offer a larger and equal platform where an opportunity
to express their concerns was also provided.

Some leading organizations working on various issues
(mainly urban), youth from institutes of social work across
India and others were invited to participate in this two day
consultation, where numerous issues were discussed and
plans drawn up for the further progress of Caravan.

The consultation addressed the issue of homelessness as
well as the strategic and logistic planning of the National
and Zonal Caravans. As a result, a core committee and a
sub-committee were formed to take the lead at the state
and local levels. They were asked to present their issues,
routes, mode, supporting agencies and the financial
support required for the Caravan.

The National Consultation on City Makers Caravan also
held a press conference to give publicity to the Caravan,
representing the voice of the homeless and drawing the
attention of the government to the issues of the urban poor
and homeless, in other words, the City Makers.

Public Health Challenges in India

India lags behind many neighbouring Asian countries in
terms of quality health services in the country. Even in
African and Latin American countries, 75% - 90% people
have some health insurance cover, but in India the
percentage is very low. Discussion about health is,

therefore, crucial while analyzing and envisioning India's

future, says DrK. Srmath Reddy.

To discuss these ma)or issues in India's public health

sector and find out remedies to these problems, Dr K.
Srinath Reddy, President, Public Health Foundation of

India delivered a lecture on-'Public Health Challenges in

GDP but its actual impact on health services in the country
has not been commensurate. Several indicators show that
India is still lagging behind in providing quality health
services to its people.

Rural healthcare is another problematic issue. Since 60%
of the hospitals are located in urban areas, rural India is
devoid of any assured health care facility. This is an issue
of immediate concern and attention to achieve the goal of
universal health services. Also, on the issue of Infant
Mortality Rate, there is a wide difference among the
Indian states.

Dr N. Bhaskara Rao, Chairman, CMS, talked about the
varied areas in which CMS functions and explained the
objective behind organizing the national lectures on some
of the very important issues pertaining to the development
of'the country.

i - 2001

Prof Mridula Mukherjee, Director, NMML welcomed the
audience and congratulated CMS on the successful and

- meaningful: eompleuom of twcnty years in research
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Future of the Bengal Tiger

The roar of a Bengal tiger, one of the most charismatic of
the big predators, is the heartbeat of many of India's
forests. According to the World Wide Fund (WWF), this
majestic animal has fascinated humans from time
immemorial but today humanity poses the biggest threat to
the continued survival of tigers in the wild.

To create an awareness and focus on the 'Future of the
Bengal Tiger', the NMML and Sanctuary Asia organized a
collaborative conference on 6 August 2010, bringing
together over 150 delegates comprising wildlife
conservationists, researchers, media persons, bureaucrats,
politicians, foresters, eager schoolchildren and teachers,
who were warmly welcomed by Prof Mridula Mukherjee,
Director, NMML.

Shri Valmik Thapar, Member, National Board for Wildlife
introduced and moderated the Conference which had
keynote speakers Shri Jairam Ramesh, Minister of
Environment and Forests (MoEF) and Dr Karan Singh,
Chairman, Executive Council, NMML and former
chairperson of Tiger Task Force 1972 and panellists Ms
Meera Sanyal, Chalrperso nand Country Executive, Royal

Bank of Scotland (RBS) and Shri Hemendra Kothari, _':

Chairman, Black Rock MF
~ Ledby: renowned wﬁd}g experts from, mungmmmm:ry

Issues like corruption, conflicting
mandates among the different
bureaucracies, political will
towards conservation and other
biological, social and political
imperatives and challenges of
tiger conservation in India were
debated in the various sessions.
The conference concluded with a
talk on the need to consolidate

R

The Future of the
Bengal Tiger

critical wildlife landscapes and the importance of
corridors in safeguarding the scarce population of tigers.

Voicing their concerns and raising questions about
preserving India's forests and wildlife, the children
requested the Minister to prioritize tiger conservation.

Devoted to the 'Kids for Tigers' project; the afternoon
session was led by Shri Bittu Sahgal Editor, Sanctuary
Asia and Ms Vidya Vepkatesh Director,.. National
Conservation Initiatives, S‘énctuary Asia, who shared with
the schools their vision for this project to chart out a plan
&I\Delm‘ schdoﬁ in- 2(}10 Two short ﬁlms made by




SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/PUBLIC LECTURES

The Challenges of Population Stabilization in India

India’s family planning programme continues to be in
doldrums even after 11 Five Year Plans, numerous
Population Policy Statements, reports of Expert Working
Groups and despite an early lead achieved in the family
planning programme under the 1" Five Year Plan
(1951-56), according to Dr Ashish Bose, Honorary
Professor (Emeritus). Institute of Economic Growth who
delivered a lecture on 'The Challenges of Population
Stabilization in India’,

The programme at the NMML Auditorium was initiated
by Dr N. Bhaskara Rao, Chairman, CMS who emphasized
the need for taking up such issues that are crucial for the
development of the country. Prof Mridula Mukherjee,
Director, NMML “welcomed the guests to this
collaborative event on 3 September 2010 between NMML
and the Centre for Media Studies (CMS) under the
National Lecture Series, 'Analyzing. -Envisioni

Dr Rama V. Baru, Chairperson, Centre for Social
Medicine and Community Health, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, who presided over the lecture, spoke about the
current scenario of population stabilization in the country
and also summed up the discussions.

Hindi Fortnight

For promoting the national language, 'Hindi Fortnight',
organized by the NMML, was inaugurated on 15
September 2010 by lighting of the lamp by the Chief
Guests, Dr Manager Pandey, famous Hindi writer and
critic and former Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University;
Dr Dev Shankar 'Naveen', Indira Gandhi National Open
University and Prof Mridula Mukherjee, Director,
NMML, who later gave the welcome address.

A film on the life and works of Baba Nagarjun, an eminent
poet who wrote poems in Hindi, Maithili and Bengali, was
screened after which Dr Dev Shankar 'Naveen' and Dr
Pandey spoke about Baba Nagarjun and recited several of
his poems.

Various competitions such as essay writing, translation,
speeches, noting/drafting, quiz and poetry recitation were
held during the fortnight to promote and encourage the use
of Hindi language in daily official work of the institution.
Prizes were given to winners of the various competitions.
A special sky-show in Hindi language at the Planetarium
and screening of documentary films about Hindi writers in
the NMML auditorium were also organized for the staff
members.

Hindi, which was adopted as the official language of the
country, in 1950, under Article 343 of the Constitution of
India, is today used widely as a'link language', uniting the
vast and diverse linguistic communities of India.







