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Nehruspeak: On Art and Life

"Art. if it does not spring up from the strength of our nation. is a lifeless
art... An artist with a living mind can produce art full of life. An artist
with a dead mind will produce only lifeless art. Art, which cannot
grapple with and face the great problems of our age, cannot be helpful
in our life. The main function of art is not only to please the eyes, but to
guide men in the struggle for existence."

Extract from the Inaugural Speech at an Art Exhibition in Lucknow,
17 November 1945, From The Leader, 19 November 1945,
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FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

We welcome readers to the spring issue of Nehru Imprint.
It documents all the activities undertaken by the
institution from January to March this year. In case you
are wondering why an old black and white photograph of
the family of Nehru has been placed on the cover with the
title 'Picture Perfect!', let me inform you that it does not
point towards the setting and composition of the
photograph (to obtain a perfect result) in the least; rather
it aims to open a window to the special feature of the
issue.

In the centre-spread of this issue, we are focusing on the
Photo Section of our library which holds a large number of photographs — around one and a half
lakh—mostly from the days of the struggle for independence. Donated by individuals and institutions,
these photographs are of immense historical and cultural value. The latest addition is a collection of
photographs donated by K. R Narayanan, former President of India — who was once referred to by
Nehru as 'the best diplomat of the country'—mostly pertaining to his public life. The Photo Section is,
therefore, a valuable repository within the NMML.

Another special feature of the issue is an account of the Foundation Day Lecture 'Beyond the Mandela
Decade: Reconciliation or Polarization?' delivered by Ari Sitas on 30 March 2010. Ari Sitas, a
distinguished sociologist, poet, writer and civic activist from the University of Cape Town, is currently
Fellow at the Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Advanced Study, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
He is also Chair of Industrial Organization and Labour Studies at the University of Kwazulu-Natal,
Durban. As a civic activist he has served—after a period of leadership on the cultural side of the
liberation movement in South Africa-as a provincial trustee of the African Renaissance Development
Trust. Ari Sitas is also involved with Ela Gandhi on a number of Neo-Gandhian initiatives. As a writer,
dramatist and poet, his works are considered to be defining in the post -1980s period. It was indeed an
honour to hear him engage with the 'ethic of reconciliation’ and its broader sociological underpinnings
that permits its consolidation.

It is again with great joy that we bring to you the spring issue of Nehru Imprint, which also gives
information about some of the books released and discussions held at the NMML. [ sincerely hope that
you will enjoy reading this issue and look forward to any comments that you may have on the newsletter
or feedback on the activities of the NMML.

e Reakbul pon
R PR PR 3

Mridula Mukherjee




N DAY LECTURE

Beyond the Mandela Decade: Reconciliation or
Polarization?

To commemorate the Foundation Day of the NMML, it
has been decided to organize an annual lecture called the
Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Foundation Day Lecture. The
first lecture on '"The Return of the National State in the
Global Crisis' was delivered on 6 April 2009 by Robert
Douglas Jessop. distinguished Professor of Sociology and
founding Director, Institute of Advanced Studies at
Lancaster University, U.K.

The second lecture in this series, 'Beyond the Mandela
Decade: Reconciliation or Polarization?' was delivered on
30 March 2010 by Ari Sitas, a renowned sociologist, poet,
writer and civic activist from the University of Cape Town
and at present Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Study,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Shri Anand
Sharma, Minister of Commerce and Industry presided
over the session, which marked the 44" anniversary of
NMML's Foundation Day.

Delivering the Welcome Address, Mridula Mukherjee,
Director, NMML, briefed the audience on the history of
the institution from its inception. She also presented a
brief account of the various academic and non-academic
activities organized by the NMML during the last one
year, including the 'Nehru Imprint, the month-long
programme to commemorate the 120% birth anniversary of
Jawaharlal Nehru in November 2009.

Exploring South Africa's transition during the Mandela
decade (1990s-2000s), Ari Sitas argued that one of the‘ff:
most significant phenomena of the recent history of -
humankind is the emergence and consolidation of an "ethic :
of reconciliation', He said that the Mande]a decade has

of South Africa.
¥ /Neo-Gandhian'’ becaus

understandmg, compassionate and buman—all of which

Mandela's influence on South African society in some
specific ways. Firstly, he argued that Mandela ensured a
bias towards progressive and democratic jurisprudence
and towards intellectual pioneering in the country.
Secondly, Mandela insisted on African Republicanism on
which the country's philosophical and moral grounding
and development would be based. And, thirdly, Mandela
insisted that a broader tradition of deeds, actions, and
practices that demands a culture of respect and self-
discipline, should lead the moral authority.

Depicting Gandhi's profound influence on the national
independence movements in Africa, Ari Sitas pointed out
that there are five elements that define Gandhi's legacy
which are trans-culturally relevant as a praxis-oriented
philosophy. They are social volunteerism, cooperative
idea, guiding principles for collective action, refusal to
think in 'instrumental/rationalist’ terms and cultural
synthesis that occurs on the basis of the colonized people's
cultural dignity and contribution. Ari Sitas further stated
that a critical engagement with Gandhian and Neo-
Gandhian ideas is salutary, what is not, is their systematic
neglect.

Towards the end of his lecture, Ari Sitas deliberated on the
'ethic of reconciliation' and its broader sociological
underpinnings that permit its consolidation. He argued
that the ethic of reconciliation involved learning processes
tutored through violence, struggle and force. 'The
idiomorphic powers of an ethic of reconciliation did not
have one home or one workshop, but the product of some
refined productive force. They are to be found in all
organizations, networks and movements that are
explicitly working on aspects of reconciliation in violent
or post-violence situations', he said. He also added that the
ethic of reconciliation 'presents an open terrain for
substantive forms of reciprocity and the only plausible
universalism'. In a nutshell, in the present day context,
reconciliation is one of the only few ways out for a better
world. .

Anand Sharma greatly appreciated the lecture, calling
Fatima Meer (anti-apartheid leader of South Africa to
whom this lecture was dedicated) and her husband Ismail
Meer, ‘great freedom fighters and social activists'.
_Referring to Nelson Mandela he said, 'he was



ARS/CONFERENCES/PUBLIC LECTURES

Environment Friendly Architecture

The NMML, in collaboration with the French Embassy in
India, organized an 'Architectural Conference' on 16
January 2010 within the context of a larger event: the
Festival of France in India called 'Bonjour India the Grand
Tour'.

The Conference conveyed the idea of understanding
architecture with an aim to build sustainability and enable
audiences to gain a wider understanding of environmental
issues through a global outlook. The conference was an
extension of the exhibition displayed at the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi titled
'Architecture = Sustainable'.

The guests were warmly welcomed by the NMML
Director Mridula Mukherjee and the French Embassy's
Attachée Culturelle Benedicte Alliot. Presentations were
made by Dominique Alba, General Director, Le Pavillon
de I' Arsenal; Akshay Kaul, architect, Ecological
Planning, Landscape Design; Amrita Madan, architect,
Landscape Planner and Jacques Ferrier, scientific curator
and architect. The conference concluded with a vote of
thanks extended by Jeremie Rambaut, marketing and
strategy head, Lafarge Boral Gypsum India Pvt. Ltd.

Commemorating Satyagraha

In commemoration of Mahatma Gandhi's death
anniversary, the NMML ofganized a public -lecture,
‘Satyagraha: Revisioning its Historical,
Political lmphcanons by. Gita Dharampal -Frick,

fessor, South Asia Institute, University of Heidelberg,

V'ebmary 7016 thleK 0% Tuteja SemorFe]low at’

Culmral and :

of 1906, which initiated the first
satyagraha campaign by Mahatma
Gandhi. "The more recent 9/11 unleashed
anew era of authoritarian power while the
other was symbolic of the deliverance
from fear and of the march towards
democracy’, she said.

Dharampal-Frick's unique style of
presentation, with the help of newspaper
cartoon clippings was very interesting. A
German cartoon dating back to 1933
showed Gandhi working the
charkha—symbol of the Indian national
movement—surrounded by a majestic lion, denoting the
British, who looks on with helplessness at the doings of
the ‘half-naked fakir'. Another amusing strip showed
Gandhi sitting on an ¢lephant, marching towards freedom
while the British police, ostensibly trying to block him, are
shown as puny, comic figures.

Yet another strip showed how Gandhi was interpreted
differently in different parts of the world. Dharampal-
Frick called Gandhi 'the original argumentative Indian' as
she demonstrated through the cartoon strips how Gandhi
employed satyagraha to argue for the case of India's
independence.




SEMINARS/C
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All-India Ganga Yamuna Panchayat

A number of river experts, environmental engineers,
members of Ganga Yamuna Jalbiradri from different parts
of India, members of the Prime Minister's National Ganga
Basin Authority and U.P. Ganga Basin Authority as well as
various 'godmen’ came together from 8—10 February 2010
in what was called the 'All-India Ganga Yamuna
Panchayat'. Organized by Tarun Bharat Sangh and
Manushi Sangathan in collaboration with the NMML, the
panchayat discussed issues of reviving the two important
rivers of India, ensuring their free flow and preventing
their pollution.

While Shri Digvijay Singh, General Secretary, All India
Congress Committee, inaugurated the conclave, the
Shankaracharya, Swami Avimukteshwaranand,
Jyotirmath, presided over the three days proceedings. The
panchayat began by felicitating Swami Shivananda of
Matri Sadan, Haridwar who along with the young sanyasis
of his ashram had succeeded in pursuing the Uttarakhand
government, through a 107 day satyagraha, to restore the
Kumbh area to its 1998 status in order to stop the illegal -
mining there on the Ganga riverbed. While expressing its -
appreciation on the intervention made by the Environment
and Forests Minister Shti Jairam Ramesh in reminding the

Uttarakhand government that the ongoing mining in the
Jaws;® ol

Ganga riverbed was against-environmental

panchayat expressed deep concern over
the fact that the mining in the riverbed at
‘Haridwar had not yet stopped.

The panchayat also expressed solidarity
with Baba Nagnath, Samshan
Peethadheeshwar, Manikarnika Ghat,
Varanasi, who had undertaken a 'fast
unto death' to protest against the denial of
fresh waters of the Ganga to the city of
Varanasi on account of the Tehri and
other dams along with numerous other
obstructions stopping the flow of Ganga.

" A charter of Ganga-Yamuna Panchayat
was drawn up including resolutions to be
presented to the environment minister later in the month
underlining the notion that the rivers of Ganga and
Yamuna could be revived and restored as bounties of
nature only when 'the task is taken up as a sacred mission
Jjointly by sarkar, samaj and sants (the government, the
people and spiritual leaders).

o The research title of Ivy Dhar, former Junior Fellow of

| ofthe Nehru Imprint, while it should have been givenas |
1 Tribal Integration and Development Since 1980's:

i Assam. The erroris regretted.

Erratum

the NMML, was inadvertently given as Participation
of Muslims in Higher Education in the inaugural issue £

State Policies on  Linguistic-Tribal Minorities of §




SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/PUBLIC LECTURES

Hindu Organizations in Education, Health and
Development Work

A dialogue between faith-practitioners and faith scholars
entitled "Hindu Organizations in Education, Health and
Development Work' was organized at the NMML from 2-4
March 2010. Sixth in the series, this seminar was
organized by the Indic Studies Project, Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), in collaboration
with the NMML and put together by a network supported
in part by the Arts and Humanities Council, UK. to
explore 'the public representation of a religion called
Hinduism'.

The keynote address was delivered by Swami
Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati of Jyotirmath,
Shankaracharya designate. Besides academic
participation, a select group of faith practitioners and
spiritual leaders, many of whom are scholars in their own
right, were invited to speak about the inspirational
- philosophy and faith traditions of their respective .
organizations. Among the speakers were Swami
Agnivesh, President, World Council of Arya Samaj and
Chairperson, Bandhuh"Mixkti Morcha (BMM or the

Bonded Labour Liberation Front) and Madhu Klshwar, :

Senior Fellow, Cemasmfet;tha Sm&y '
"_Socneues s

Warrier on 'Engaging the Practitioner : Boundary Politics
in the Academic Study of Hinduism'; Vikas Gupta,
Assistant Professor, University of Delhi on 'Hinduizing
India through Colonial Education'; Rajiv Vora on 'Swaraj
Peeth Trust : The State of Hindu Awareness and Hind
Swaraj'; Aya Ikegame, Research Fellow, Centre for South
Asian Studies, University of Edinburgh, U.K. on 'Gurus
and Education : Hindu monastery (matha)-run schools in
Karnataka'; Meenakshie Verma on 'Pravritti & Nivritti: An
Anthropological Account of Religious and Cultural Ways
in the Care of the Elderly’ and Sanjeeb Mukherjee,
University of Calcutta, on 'The Ashram as Utopia : The
Fate of Tagore's Santiniketan',

In the course of the five sessions, presentations were made
by Shrivatas Goswami, Radha Raman Ashram,
Vrindavan; Rajendra Singh, Tarum Bharat Sangh; Subrata
Bagchi; Shivamurthy Swamiji, Taralbalu Math,
Karnataka and Shraddhalu Ranade, Shri Aurobindo
Ashram, Auroville among others. The sessions were
chaired by Suresh Sharma, CSDS; Mridula Mukherjee,
Director, NMML; Ravikant, CSDS; Bhagwan Josh,
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU); Susan

-Vlshwanathan INU; Pralay Kanungo INU and Ashis
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India and Africa—An Emerging Partnership

The NMML and the Society of Indian Ocean Studies
organized an international seminar 'India and Africa—An
Emerging Partnership' in collaboration with the African
Studies Association of India on 4 and 5 March 2010. The
inaugural session started with the welcome address by
eminent historian Dr. Satish Chandra. In a written speech
read out at the inauguration, External Affairs Minister Shri
S.M. Krishna said 'India and Africa are committed to learn
and gain from each other's developmental experiences and
practices and one of the main features of our continuing
partnership lies in sharing of best developmental
experiences and practices, capacity building and human
resource development'.

The seminar discussed varied themes of contemporary
importance such as 'Business Development and

*Around 20 presentations were made. The main speakers
g were VK Jam, Executive Director, B.lTES’;Jehangu M.

In his address S.K. Walubita, High Commissioner of
Zambia said that relations between India and Africa would
be critical in this century. He also said that Africa would
like to see more value addition and a shift to substantive
investments, rather than mere trade. According to
Walubita, it is necessary to start work on a bilateral
agreement for protection of investment. This is very, very
critical, as it will help to give assurance to investors in both
countries, he concluded.

Shashi Tharoor, former Minister of State for External
Affairs, stressed, in the valedictory session, that the title of
the seminar should have been enduring partnership rather
than emerging partnership as India and Africa were
working together in many directions since the times of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, It was therefore an enduring
relationship going from strength to strength. He said that
even in the first few decades after independence, India

extended $3 billion worth of concessional lines of credit to
African nations. Tharoor mentioned the Pan African e-
network as an initiative by India to bridge the digital
divide in Africa. The project, launched in July 2007, has
since progressed well with agreements with 47 countries,
and 26 learning centres and 26 patient-end hospitals in
Africa already integrated with universities and super-
specialty hospitals in India. 'India will offer its fullest
cooperation to harness the great potential of the African
people for the cause of Africa's progress and
development', Tharoor said.




SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/PUBLIC LECTURES

Social Violence and Police: Cross-national
Experiences

Violence is the key feature of human social relations
and yet it has received comparatively little attention
from the academic intelligentsia. India has witnessed
more than two centuries of violence involving its
major communities: Hindus, Sikhs, Christians and
Muslims. In each of these violent episodes, there was
always a third party: the State and its instrument of
coercion, the Police. Violence and policing are
inevitably associated in more than one ways. After
almost every riot, the police is accused not only of
incompetence and lack of professionalism, but what
is worse, it is alleged that its behaviour smacks of
rank and communal prejudices, as Vibhuti Narain
Rai, first Police Fellow of S.V.P. National Police
Academy, has aptly put forth in the preface of
Combating Communal Conflicts. Analyzing the role
of police in detecting, preventing and
controlling/mitigating inter group violence in
contemporary India is an urgent need of the hour.

In this context, the NMML, in association with
Sikkim University, Gangtok, Centre for Public
Affairs, New Delhi and Groupe European de
Recherche sur les Normativities, Paris, organized a
three-day long international seminar on 'Social
Violence and Police: Cross-National Experiences'
from 9—11 March 2010 at Gangtok. The seminar was
inaugurated by Shri Balmiki Prasad Singh, Governor
of Sikkim. The seminar participants discussed how
the nature and intensity of social violence in different
societal situations impinge on the police role and how

police culture, i.c., organizational culture of the .

police, in different societies affect their behavnour
during crunch qltuatxons in facmg social violence.

In his inaugural address BP. Singh said that, socml

violence is an inevitable aspect of almost all S@}ene
I _However its natug and xten( var;gg acrosg’ i

Deliberating on the occasion, Shri Ved Marwah,
former Governor of Manipur and Jharkhand said that
dealing with social violence is an important aspect of
the duties of the police. He expressed that the police
forces should be strengthened and updated with the
needs of time. Ajay Mehra, Director, Centre for
Public Affairs, in his address said that the police, as an
organization of frontline institutions, controls any
kind of violence in the social context.

The seminar mainly discussed various issues and
themes centred on the policing practices in South
Asia and Europe such as 'Determinants of Policing
and Policing Culture', 'Organizational and Legal-
juridical bases of Policing and Police Culture’, 'Social
Violence and Police Culture: Ethnicity,
Communitarian Issues in Policing, Caste, Class,
Race, Family and Gender', 'Socio-political
Movements and Police Culture in India's Northeast',
'Political Framework and Police Culture' and 'Cross-
border Jurisdictional Issues and its Impacts on Police
Culture'.

Manuscripts (Latest Additions to the NMML
Repository)
e  Phulrenu Guha Papers: 3 files and 2 books
(1974-2006)

e B.C. Guha Papers: 8 documents including
articles and 2 photographs

e Shekhar Singh Papers (5" installment):
Around 100 files comprising published
documents on India's eco-development
project, rehabilitation, sustainable
development and reports on wildlife.

e Krishna Bharadwaj Papers: 41 files
including her collections on colonial

n _p:éﬁs‘mifate tég@ectrthe j:“
¢ “uméﬁvinept el

political economy, Indian agriculture and
0 on.

e Giani Mehar Singh papers: Files
including manuscript and typescript of a

book Neem ke Patthar.







