





Inauguration of Sarfaroshi ki Tamanna by Hon'ble Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh

*)

Felicitation of the family members of the Indian revolutionaries by the
Prime Minister. To his right are Chairman of the Executive Council, NMML,
Dr Karan Singh and Director, NMML Prof. Mriduta Mukherjec



The year 2008 was a special year for the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library fr( Laand
(NMML) as we marked, in collaboration with the Nehru Yuva Kendra, the Dit ‘*C’@? S

culmination of the celebrations of the 150" anniversary of the Great Revolt of JM&S@@&
1857. And, to keep alive the memory of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, a documentary :
film on the great martyr was shown and an exhibition entitled "Sarfaroshi Ki
Tamanna: Bhagat Singh and the Indian Revolution" was organized. On this
occasion, we were honoured to have the Hon'ble Prime Minister and President of
the NMML Society, Dr Manmohan Singh to inaugurate the exhibition. He also
felicitated family members of the revolutionaries such as Bhagat Singh, =~ “=
Batukeshwar Dutt, Bijoy Kumar Sinha and Mahavir Prasad. These and many 25
other such events, gave the NMML an opportunity to celebrate all that we have
inherited from the Indian struggle for independence and demonstrate the
potential for pursuit of integrated leamning and academic excellence.

The practice of having academic seminars, book discussions, workshops and
exhibitions has continued vigourously as has been the increasing focus of the modernization of the NMML. In the period
2008-2009, we have had 28 seminars, book discussions and workshops, including those in the National Forum for Policy
Dialogue (NFPD) series. In addition, in the period under review, the rescarch project Selected Works of Jayaprakash
Narayan was successfully completed and the last two volumes in the series were brought out. Volume 9 of the series
covers the period 1966-72, while the last volume in the series covers the years 1972-79.

The other exciting development is the start of the work on modernization of the institution. At the forefront of activities
has been the digitization of the NMML holdings. Keeping in mind the complexity of the matter, we have engaged in
consultations, shared and discussed it among ourselves and then got the Executive Council to approve of the steps taken.
This process is described in greater detail later. The other initiative that has really taken off is the establishment of the
Multi-media Library(MML) and the Children Resource Centre (CRC).

In the case of the former, the real success has been in being able to: first, record
and make available to scholars an audio-visual presentation of all our
programmes. And second, to create a new set of audio-video recordings that will
become the basis for the Multi-media Library. As a part of this effort, I conducted
the first audio-video interview of Martin Luther King I1I on February 17, 2009
when the latter visited Teen Murti Bhawan to commemorate the 50" anniversary
of his parents' visit to the same place. The NMML also recorded two sessions of
audio-video interviews with Paul Verges, President, Regional Council of
Reunion Islands and one session with Shanti Ghosh in the same month.
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With the unique status that the institution enjoys in terms of the
legacy of Nehru, historical relevance and academic excellence,
the CRC is not to be merely a building with few activities buta -
store house of multiple activities for children which aims to:

* foreground children's issues and provide viable options to these »
issues ’

* to promote the usage of 'children's lenses' in all domains of
public policies and mainstream it into core areas.

I would also like to place on record my gratitude to Smt. Chitra
Narayanan for having so graciously donated the papers of her late [JREEREES ld]f“]’:r::}i‘(ﬂ;{’ﬁl:’:d"}’f ::'M‘ll: of La Reutica:
father Shri K.R. Narayanan, former President of India, to the :

NMML. This large collection includes private papers,
photographs and books. Apart from this in the period under
review, the NMML also received the papers of institutions and
individuals such as, South Asian Research Centre, Islamabad;
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sanghathan, Rajasthan; Justice R.S.
Pathak; Prof. Partha Sarathi Gupta; Prof. C.R. Reddy and T.N.
Kaul amongst others. The NMML would like to thank all the
donors for having given us their papers.

During the year 2008, a documentary on Bhagat Singh titled
Ingilab was previewed on July 13, 2008. This 40-minute
documentary traces the course of Bhagat Singh's life and
provides rare insights in the context of India's freedom struggle.
It weaves through the biographical turning points to construct Bhagat Singh's dream of a free, egalitarian, socialist and
multi-cultural India. Produced by the NMML in connection with the birth centenary of Shaheed Bhagat Singh and in
collaboration with ANHAD, the documentary was scripted and directed by Gauhar Raza. Dr Karan Singh, Chairman,
NMML Executive Council, presided over the function. Well known actor and social activist Rahul Bose released the
DVD ofthe documentary. Zohra Sehgal, the reputed theatre and film personality, also graced the occasion.

Release of Gauhar Raza's documentary on Bhagat Singh.
Inquilab, by Rahul Bose

We celebrated the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and the birth centenary of Bhagat Singh together as "Freedom
Fortnight" from September 28 to October 12, 2008. Mahatma Gandhi and Bhagat Singh symbolize two utterly different
methods of expressing opposition to and resisting colonial oppression. Nonetheless, they were united in their desire for
India's freedom from imperialist subjugation. It is this unity which the NMML sought to emphasize through the
celebration of India's freedom.

4

\
.



This celebration was
notable in many ways as it - 1000-1.D [\}
sought to ensure greater ' ===ty
public participation in appreciating the values of the struggle for
freedom. It was conceived as a series of programmes which
represented a judicious mix of creative and academic sensibilities
allowing greater engagement with people in general and children in
, 8 particular. This also extended the ambit of children's involvement
~ % with the NMML as it reached out to the marginal sections of society
MR 1 children with specisl abilities. ‘Peace walk’ from Rajpath to
byl India Gate, workshop on Ahimsa and film shows on freedom
Freedom Fortni ebrations: Gauhar Raza speaking movement and national leaders were some of the major
on Bhag gh and Mahatma Gandhi programmes ofthe freedom fonnight.

Following the "Freedom Fortnight", and almost as an extension of it, a five-day retreat entitled "Living Together in
Harmony" was held between October 15-19, 2008 organized jointly by NMML and the Ahimsa Trust. The retreat was
addressed by the Vietnamese peace activist Thich Nhat Hanh. The retreat promised to give people who registered for the
event an opportunity to dialogue with peace activists as well as a chance to learn techniques of “mindfulness” which
might enable each individual to transmit values of peace, tolerance and harmony. According to Thich Nhat Hanh, it is
impossible tobuild peace unless the individual is at peace with his or her own self.

Fifty children gathered in Teen Murti to paint canvases
around the subject of peace and conflict resolution with g
the artist Savi Savarkar, The NMML and the Plum
Village also organized a two-day programme for
teachers and students during the retreat. Issues such as §
increasing violence in the class room, heightened levels
of childhood obesity, over emphasis on examinations

and so on, were discussed by the participants.

As a part of its NFPD programme, the NMML, in
association with the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation and the Swiss
Agency for Development and Co-operation (SDC) of the Government of
Switzerland, organized a "National Policy Dialogue on Adaptation to Climate jug
Change" on November 10-11, 2008, The overall objective of the dialogue wasto .
share the experiences gained and lessons learnt so far in the area of adaptationand 8"
contribute to policy development processes at the national level.

Paintings by children at the
Living Together in Harmony
celebrations



National Policy Dialogue on Adaptation to Climate Change

Onthe occasion of Jawaharlal Nehru's 119" birth anniversary a children's fortnight, entitled "Living Together in Harmony",
was organized from November 14-30, 2008. The fortnight explored the core themes of peace, non-violence and diversity
through the lenses of nature and history. It basically covered open activities ranging from interactive games, magic shows,
nature walks, astronomy and science related games, art and exhibitions; outreach activities organized in different schools;
special workshops for teachers, parents and children from different communities across the country focused on
understanding violence and its impact on schools and the Dhanak Din Bal Mela offering registered activities such as science
toys, kabaad se jugaad, t-shirt painting, creative dance, nature walks and open activities like pottery making, spinning, etc.,
to the children.

Special mention must be made here to the )
National Consultative Meeting called on July 9 - S

10, 2008 by the CRC. There were 33 adult §
delegates and 18 children/young adults &
representing nine states and over 25
organizations ranging from schools and
universities to grass root community initiatives
and national and international organizations.
Organizations like SASS and The Ant from
Assam, Foundation for Social Transformation,

Dhanak Din: Nehru Bal Mela celebrations to commemorate Nehru's 119" birthday

\ L7 LGN e
Shillong, Doosra Dashak, Sankalp, Social Work ' Vi 3 L e

»n
~

and Research Centre (SWRC) from Rajasthan, ; SSRAASRME 4 L5 e M “\
Centre for Education and Voluntary Action ' y )
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Ability Development and Inclusion (AADI), to name a few,
participated in the deliberations of the meeting for two days.
The consultation ended on a note of optimism with all
participants hoping to embark on a leaming journey together
and expressing their willingness to contribute and connect
with the processes of the CRC.

The NMML also organized "The Living Gandhi" programme
as a part of living together in harmony which continued into
the month of February 2009. Sessions on ecology and natural
diversity, the role of schools and peace took place. There were
also outreach programs in Andhra School and Mata Sundari
College. A play entitled Mahadev Bhai was staged at
Jawaharlal Nehru University and Miranda House, Delhi
University.

Inaugural address by Prof. Mridula Mukherjec at the

Ithas been the NMML's endeavour to focus on the North East | RNt bbb
witha view to broadening the understanding of one of the most

important geographical regions of our country. A partnership programme was launched in February 2009 with The Ant, an
organization based in the Chirang District of Assam. A group of 25 children and five teachers/staff came to Delhi for a week
long exchange visit. Their itinerary included home visits, interactions with other youth groups, sessions on diversity and
leaming about Indian History and freedom struggle. Staff members of the NMML very enthusiastically participated in this
project.

Further, the NMML organized a series of events in the North East from March 28-31, 2009, which included a two-day
seminar on “Ethnicity, Region and Nation: India's North-
East”, two workshops and many educational programmes
for children. The two-day seminar was held in
collaboration with Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social
Change and Development, Guwahati, on March 29-30,
2009 at OKD Institute, Guwahati. The seminar was
inaugurated by Shri Ashok Jain, Chairman, OKDISCD and
4 Prof. Javeed Alam, Chaitman, ICSSR, was the Chief
)« Guest. Prof. Aditya Mukherjee, Director, Jawaharlal
il Nehru Ingtitute for Advanced Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi, made a presentation on “Region,

M Nationand Colonialism”,
D

Participants of the National Consultative Meeting for the Children Resource Centr



Concomitantly, the NMML in collaboration with the Indian Mime
Theatre, Kolkata run by the renowned mime maestro Shri Niranjan ' S LA
Goswani, organized a ten day mime workshop consisting of deaf |
and dumb and other children, at Srimant Shankardeb Kalakshetra,
Guwahati from March 28 to April 6, 2009. Nishabd, a cultural
group of young people active in Guwahati, was the local resource 4
group associated with the workshop while some expert deaf and
dumb mime artistes from Madhya Pradesh also joined as resource
persons. Inaugurated by the Director, NMML, at Kalakshetra,
(Guwahati this residential workshop had 38 children drawn from ten _

districts of Assam. First of its kind, this intense workshop Was 2 |ESESSGTR TR EST ——,
unique inclusive experience for all those who participated. It

culminated in an interesting production of mime on the theme that alluded to Chacha Nehru, among other things. It also gave
children an innovative space to express their creative talent. This workshop opened up a new horizon for the hearing
challenged persons in Assam.

Our much-acclaimed exhibition "Letters That Bind: Papu and Indu" was displayed at the DAV College for Girls, Yamuna
Nagar, Haryana, on a request received from the Nehru Studies Centre of the college on November 14-15,2008. Publications
of the NMML were also sold at the venue. The exhibition was also taken to Shivaji University, Kolhapur for display from
January 17-26, 2009. The response of the students and other academic communities was overwhelming. People also
showed lot of interest in buying DVDs of the documentary, Jngilab, made on legendry revolutionary Bhagat Singh, which
were kept for sale at the venue.

Throughout 2008-09, the Planetarium conducted a number of events to educate and involve people in general and children
in particular on the science of astronomy. For instance, a Khagol Mela was organized at Jantar Mantar on January 4, 2009
marking the beginning of the International Year of Astronomy in the Planetarium. It consisted of disseminating information
about the usage of Jantar Mantar instruments. A database of public observations with the Misra Yantra and the Ram Yantra
was collected.

In February 2009, the Planetarium, in collaboration with S.P.A.C.E., organized a Festival of Measurement and Space Fair
within the Teen Murti campus. Many hands-on activities and fun with measurements formed a part of this festival. An
exhibition of astro-photographs celebrating the Earth and the Sky from the United Nations was held. A special project for the
International Year of Astronomy, “The World at Night' (TWAN; http://twanight.org/), was inaugurated at the Planetarium,
on October 21, 2008 by Mrs Anshu Vaish, Director General, Archeological Survey of India. The Director, NMML presided
overthe function.
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In compliance with the directions of the Official Language
Department, Hindi Samaroha was organized from September
M 1710 October 3, 2008. It was inaugurated by the famous Hindi
writer and activist, Chitra Mudgal. During this period, various
competitions like essay writing, noting/drafting, quiz,
translation, self-composed poetry recitation, singing of patriotic
songs, sky-show and screening of films were organized for the
Inauguration of Hindi Samaroha by Chitra Mudgl employees with the aim to promote and encourage the use of
Hindi as official language in the day-to-day official work. Prizes
were given away to the winners at the closing ceremony on November 18, 2008 by an eminent writer and poet Shri Madan
Kashyap. The quarterly Hindi workshop was also held on November 26, 2008 in which Prof. V.R. Jagannathan, retired
Professor and Dean, Hindi Department, IGNOU, was invited to speak. He spoke on "Paribhashik Shabdawali ke
Avadharana Evam Rozmarra ke Sarkari Karya". Inall, 18 employees participated in the workshop.

This is just an illustrative narration of the vast canvas of activities the NMML has been engaged in. But I thought it
appropriate to bring it to the fore because the combination of academic/scholarly interests with wider creative and outreach
activities has been one of the most remarkable features of these activities. Further, the organization of these events is part of a
larger endeavour for bringing about a qualitative shift in the activity profile of NMML. This effort has been aimed at
widening the reach of NMML both as an academic and a cultural institution. The positive response which these events have
elicited from participating groups has reinforced our belief in the success of this enterprise. Itis gratifying to see the response
of peaple, teachers, students and others, to the activities. This encourages us to move forward. It gives me pleasure to place
the Annual Report for 2008-2009 in the hands of the readers and hope that it will provide them with a glimpse of what the
institution has been doing.

Mridula Mukherjee
Director, NMML


















